8tn OoNgress, | . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. j Ex. Doo,
2d Session. ~ '{ No. 104.

INSTRUCTIONS TO AFRICAN SQUADRON.

MESSAGE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
A resolution of the House calling for a copy of all instructions given to

the commanders of owur African squadron since the ratification of the
treaty of 1842, &c.

Maron 1, 1859.—Lald on the table and ordered to be prtzlted.

To the House of Representatives :

I transmit herowith a report from the Secretary of the Navy with
the accompanying documents, in obedionce to the resolution of the
House of Representatives adopted on the 28th of January, requesting
the President of the United States ‘‘to communicate to this House a
copy of all instructions given to the commanders of our African
squadron since the ratification of the treaty of 1842, called the Wash-
ington treaty, with a copy or staterent of whatever regulations were
entored into by tho commanders of the two squadrons for more fully
accomplishing the object of the cighth articlo of said troaty,”’ &e.

JAMES BUCIHANAN.,

WasuiNgroN Orry, February 25, 1859,

NAvVY DEPARTMENT,
February 23, 1859,

Sir : To enablo you to answor the resolution of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the 28th ultimo, which you have roferrod to this
department, I have the honor to transmit herewith, (marked A,) ‘‘copy
of all instructions given to the commanders of our African squadron
since the ratification of the treaty of 1842, called the Washington
treaty.”” Also, as far as is ‘‘in tho possession of this department, a
copy or statomont (markod B) of whatever regulations worc ontored
into by tho commandors of the two squadrons for more fully accom-
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plishing tho object of the oighth article of: said treaty,”’ and the
‘“ instructions given the English squadron on the coast of Africa by
. tho British government;”’ also a *‘list (marked C) showing the name
of each slaver or suspected slaver taken by the American squadron
since the ratification of the said treaty, giving the number and names
of the vessels sent to tho United States for condemnation as slavers,
and the dates of their capture and condemnatlon,” as far as the files
of the department show.

The preparation of this list has required a careful examination of
all the despatches of the successive commanders of the squadron”
stationed on the coast of Africa under the eighth article of the treaty -
of 1842,

Prior to the act of March 3, 1849, making appropriations for the
naval service, the department had nothmg to do with the distribution
of prize money or the appomtment of prize agents. The 3d section
of the act of April 16, 1816, in relation to the navy pension fund,
which makes it ‘' the dut) of the district attorneys of the respectlve
districts of the United States to transmit to the Secretary of the Navy
a statement of all prizes’’ ‘‘which shall be libelled, condemned, or
restored, at cach term of the district and circuit courts within their
roapeotwu districts,”” &c., does not appoar to have been observed.
The files of the dcpmtment therefore, do not contain complete in-
formation as to the disposition made of prizes, and in-some cases thoy
furnish nothing more than the nameo of the captured vessel and
date of capturec.

In answer to that part of the resolution requesting to be informed

whether ¢‘the commanders capturing said slavers or suspected slavers,
or any of thom, have been sued or othorwise embarrassed by the
owners, officers, or agents of said vessol in consequence of captures
where condemnation have or have not followed capture,”’ I would
stato, that the instructions given to the commander of the squadron
on the African station are such that seizures ayo not likely to be made
oxcept under circumstances which would at least insurec a cortificate
of probable cause, if thoy did not authovize condemnation. The
oble(m has been to avoid, as far as practicable, any vexatious inter-
ruption of lawful commeorce.
* The only instance at present known to the department in which an
oflicer capturing a slaver or suspected slaver on the coast of Africa
has boen *sued or othorwise ombarrassed by tho ownors, officers, or
agents’’ .of the captured vessol, is that of Commandor Simonds, who
captured the brig ‘¢ Casket.’’ Tn his caso no damages appoar to have
been recovered against him, and tho expenses incurred by him in
dofonding the suit were refunded to him, under an act of 0011gress
approved July 29, 1854,

I have the honor to be your very obediunt sorvant,

ISAAC TOUCEY.

The PRESIDENT of the United States.
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A.
NAvY DEeEPARTMENT, March 30, 1843,

Sir: You will proceed as soon as possible with the squadron under
your command to the coast of Afrma. You are charged with ‘the protec-
tion of American commerce in that quarter, and with‘the suppression
of the slave trade, so far as the same may be carried on by American
citizens, or under the American flag,

The commerce of the United States with the western coast of
Africa is rapidly increasing and becoming every day more and more
valuable. Heretofore it has been conducted under many circum-
stances of disadvantage, in consequence of the unprotected condition
in which it has been left. In the conduct of your command you will
be careful to ascertain its present condition and its probable future
course and extent, and you will afford to it all the aid and support
which it may require, The rights of our citizens engaged in lawful
commerce are under the protection of our flag, and it is the chief
purpose, as woll as the chief duty of our naval power, to soe that
these rights are not improperly abridged or invaded. To what extent
your interposition for this purpose may be required, it is impossible
to foresee. 'Tho department relios with full confidence on your judg-
ment and discrotion, so to employ the force under your command as
to protect the nghts and interests of your own countrymen, without
violating those of any other people, and therefore deems it unneces-
sary, a8 indeed it would be almost impossible, to give you specific
instructions upon the subject.

In regard to the othor branch of your dutios, viz: the suppression
of the slave trade, the following views 'md mstruot\ons are given for
your guidance:

The United' States are smceroly deqn'ous wholly to suppreq‘s ‘this
iniquitons traffic, and with that view have declared it to be piracy.
They have recently, by their treaty with England, come under
sp(,clﬁc stipulations upon the subject, to which your particular atten-
tion is called. I enclose a copy of tho treaty lately concluded
botween the two countries, and refor you to the 01g]1th article of it
The objoect which the two governmonts have in view, and tho modo
in which thoy propose to accomphsh it, will. be at once perceived
from the plain language of this article,

[ need not, I am sure, impress upon you the importance ef strictly
obsorving this stipulation, and of presorving inviolate the pledged
faith of your country upon this point. Nevertheloss, tho following
suggostions may bo found useful in cnabling you to understand fully
and precisely the view of your own government upon this delicate
and 'Interosting subject,

This government does not acknowledge a » quzt in any other nation
to visit and dotain the vessels of American citizens engaged in com-
merce. By tho general consont of all civilized nations, vossels
suspocted of acts which are pnacy by the law of nations may be so
visited, for the purpose of ascertaining their true character.  Fvon



4 INSTRUCTIONS TO AFRICAN SQUADRON..

in this case, however there must be probable cause that a reasonable
ground of suspicion omsts, and the visit must be made in good faith,
and must be conducted and limited to the sole purpose above men-
tioned. Any wrong done in the exercise of this privilege, beyond
what its legitimate object requires, makes the visiting power a tres-
passer. It is also to be observed that tho piracy of which I speak
is piracy by the laws of nations, and not that which is made so by
the municipal laws of any pmtlcular country. Of this latter character
is the slave trade, which is ¢ clared to be piracy by act of Congress.
The right therefore which, by the general consent of nations, exists
in regard to vessels %uspected of being engaged in piracy, does not
extend to those suspected of being employed in the slave trade. As
to them, there is no right of visitation or search, so far as American
vessels are concerned, except by our own vessels-of-war. But the
claim of the United States that their tradmg vessels should not be
visited for any purpose (except on suspicion of piracy) by the cruisers
of other nations, presupposcs that the vessel visited is really American.
In what manner this fact is to be ascertained is the only questlon

~ which presents any dlﬂiculty The flag which the vessel wears is
prima facie. although it is'not conclusive, proof of her natlonahty At
is & mere emblem, and it loses its true charactor when it is worn by
those who have no right to wear it. Any vessel which dlsplays the
American flag claims to be American, and therefore may be right-
fully boarded and examined by an American cruiser, if there be any
circumstances attending her to justify a suspicion that she is not
what she professes to be., But this privilege does not extend to
cruisers of any other nation; that is, it cannot bo conceded to them
as a 7ight.  The United States certainly do not claim that the mers
hoisting of their flag shall give immunity to those who have no right
to wear it; such a pretension would subject their flag to degradation
and dishonor, becuuse it would make it a cover for piracy anu other
crimes of similar atrocity; but they do claim that their own citizens
who rightfully display it sh'\ll have all tho protection which it implies,
Whenever, therefore, a cruisor of any otlisr nation shall venturg to
bom'd a vessol under the flag of tho United utateq, she will do'it upon
her responsibility for all consequences,  IP the vessol so boarded
shall prove to be American, the act wvill not be justified by you, but
the injured party will be loft to such redress, either in the tribunals
of Xngland or by an appeal to his own country, as the nature of the
caso may require.  If tho vessel prove not to bo American, the United
States have no cause of complaint, notwithstanding she has worn their
flag.

%‘hcse principles are belioved to be well understood and settled.
Indeed, tho article of the treaty to whwh I'have called your atton-
tion was agreed to with the obvious view of proventing all dlﬂicu]ty
or disngreement npon this point. The United States, in stipulating
to l\eop a squadron of not fowor than cighty guns. on the coast of
Africa, meant to give to Kngland and all the world an assurance of
her determination and ability to protect ‘her own flag against abuse,
and thus to remove all pretext for any interference with it by other
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nations, England accepted this stipulation as sutisfactory, so far as
she was concerned, and therefore she has no reason, and I trust has
no wish, to invade the rights of the United States in that respect I
advert to the subject here only to put you in possession of the views
of your own government for your gludance in forming such arrange-
ments as you may find it convenient to make for co-oporation with
British cruisers. I should consider it highly desnrable that a vessel
of each nation should, as far as possible, cruise in company with a
vessel of the other, so that eacli may be in a condition to assert the
rights and prevent the abuse of the ﬂag of its own country. In this
way all just grounds of difference or collision will be removed, while
this harmonious co-operation of the two powers will go far to insure
the full accomplishinent of their common object in the suppression of
the slave trade.

On mpprmclnng the coast your first object will be to make yoursolf
acquainted with the actual condition of the great interests which are
entrusted to your protection. With this view you will communicate,
as far as you conveniently can, with the several aceredited agents of
our governmont with the co]ony of Liberia, and with any and all
sources of information on which you may vonture to rely. Your
operations against the slave trade will, of course, be influenced in a
great- degree by this information. Yom' own observation and expe-
rience, while horetofore in service upon that coast, will onable you to
direct your inquiries ina proper channel, and has already supplied
you with much valuable information. The cunning of the slave trader,
however, is constantly devising new disguises and schemes of decep-
tion by wlnoh he may elude detection and oscape the consequences
of his crimes. To somo of these it may be useful to call your atton-
tion.

It is not to bo supposed that vesscls destined for the slave trade
will exhilié any of the usual arrangoments for that business. They
take especial carc to put on the appearanco of honest tradors, and to
bo always plopared as if engaged in pumultq of lawful commerce, It
is their practice to run into some rivor or inlet where thoy h.wo
ronson to beliove that slaves may bo obtained, mako their bargain
with the slave factors, doposit thoir handeufls and other things caleu-
lated to betray them, and then sail on an ostensible trading voyage
to some neighboring port. At the appointed time they return, and
as tho slaves aro then roady to be shipped they are taken on board
without delay, and the vessol proceeds on her voyago.

Thus tho slavers do not carry within themselves any positive proof
of their guilt, oxcopt before they roach the coast, and after they
leave it with slaves on board, Nevortheloss, thore are a varicty of
signs and indications by which their truo character may, at all times,
be conjectured, Among thoso are the following:

L. Double sets of papers.—1t is well known that false papers may
he oasily obtained, and at very little cost. No vessel ongaged in
honest commerco requires thom,

2. An unusual number of wator casks or tanks' Q supply of pro-
visions beyond what tho ostensiblo voyuge would require; and any
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other preparation or arrangement not usual in the trade inwhich the
vessel professes to bo engaged. ‘

3. The log-book should be particularly examined. It is under-
stood to be a common practice among slavers to kesp two logs—the
one reprcsentmg the true route, and the other a false one. By
exhlbltmg the false log they represent themselves as havmg been in
positions which would not expose them to the suspicion of slave
trading; but this fraud may be casily detected by judicious ques-
tioning.

4. The shipping list may afford cstrong presumptive ¢vidence upon
the subject. In consequence of the great eXposuro, har(hhlps and
hazards of the slave trado, the wagoes of sailors engaged in it are
generally much lngher than are ‘paid in any regular and lawful trade;
and, of course, it may rcasonably be inferred that a crew shipped at
prices extravagant and unusual are not destined for any usual sea
duty.

5. Consular certlﬁcates arc often forged, and in lieu of the usual
consular scal the impression is made with an Amervican half dollar.

These are a few of the devices to which tho slave trader resorts. In
calling your attention to them, I have in view only to impress you with
a decp sense of the artful charactor of the adversaries with whom you
have to deal, and of the reckless disregard of all truth and honor as
well as of all law and humanity, Nothing but the utmost vigilance
and caution will enable you to detect them. I have no doubt that
your own observation and sagacity will soon discover other con-
trivances for deceiving and escaping yon, and I have as little doubt
that you will apply, promptly and effectually, the requisite means of
defeating all such attompts,

The scrvice in which you arc engaged requires tho groatest pru-
denco and the soundest discretion, It is to be borne in mind that
while tho United States sincercly desiro the suppression of the slave
trade, and design to exert their power in good faith for the accom-
plishment of that object, do not regard tho success of their oflorts as
their paramount interest nor as their paramount duty, They are not
prepared to sacrifice to it any of their rights as an mdeponduit nation,
nor will the object in view justify tho exposuro of their own poeople
to injurious and voxatious mtcrruptmns in the proswutlou of their
lawful pursuits, Groat caution is to bo observed on this point, There
is reason to believe that the flag of tho Unltod States has beon often
used to covor the traflic in slaves, and it is supposed that no good
citizen of the United States will complain that a cruiser of his own
country, acting upon well grounded suspicion, visits his vossel in order
to ascortain hor truo character. . But he is nevertheless not to be
exposed to unnecessary and voxatious detention, nor to any harsh or
uncivil treatment.  On this point I am sure I need not give you in-
structions,  While, therefore, the utmost vigilanco is to bo exacted
to detect slave traders, great care must be taken not unnccessarily to
interrupt the mtwom, whether of our own or of other countries, in
their lawful pursuits,

Your cruising ground will extond from the Madeira and Canary
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Islands to the Bight of Biafra, and from the coast of Africa to the 30th
degree of west longitude. If, however, it should be found necessary
in the prosecution of the obJects of your cruise to go beyond these
limits, you will not hesitate to do so. ,

* * * * * * * *

I am respectfully yours,
A. P. UPSHUR.
Commander M. C. PErry,
Commanding United States naval forces,
destined for the coast of Africa.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, December 20, 1844,

Sir: You have been appointed to relieve Commodore Perry in the
command of our naval forces on the coast of Africa. The sloop-of-
war Jamestown, Commander R, B. Cunningham, has been designated
as the flag-ship of the squadron; and when she shall be in all respects
ready for sea you will hoist your broad pendant on her and proceed
with all practicable despatch to your destination.

Porto Praya, in the Cape de Verde Islands, is the established ren-
dozvous of the squadron, and it will bo the endeavor of the depart-
ment to keep at that pomt a regular and constant supply of all such
] provxswns and stores as’ cannot with more economy be procured in
the vicinity, A permanent storeship will be attached to the squadron
as soon as one can be prepared for the purpose.

The vessels composing the squadron under your command are, for
the present—

Sloop-of-war Jamestown, Commander R. B. Cunningham;

Sloop-of-war Preble, Commander T. W, Fr colon;

Sloop-of-war Yorktown, Commander C. H. Bell;

Brig Truxton, Commander H. Bruce.

The duty of maintaining a squadron on the coast of Africa is im-
posed on the government of the United States, not only by motives of
humanity and philanthropy, to provent as far as lies within its power
the abuse of our flag in tho slave trade, but by treaty stipulations
with the government of Great Britain to keep at all times a force of
cighty guns.

You aro charged with the protectlon of American commerce in that
quarter, and with the suppression of the slave trade, so far as the
same may be carried on by Amorican citizens, or under tho Amorican
flag. Tho commorce of the United States with thie western coast of
Africa is rapidly i incroasing, and becoming every day more and more
valuable. Heretofore it has been conducted undeor dlqadvantageoua :
circumstances,. in consoquence of the unplqtccted condition in which
it has beon loft. You will afford to it all the aid and support which
it may logally require and which may bo in your power, As you
have opportunities, you will ascertain its present condition and oxtent,
and its probable future course. Tho rights of our citizens ongawod
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in lawful commerce are under the protection of our flag, and it is the
chief purpose as well as the chief duty of our naval power to see that
those rights are not improperly abrldged or invaded.

To what extent your interpositian may be necded for this object it
is impossible to foresece. The dopartment relies, with full confidence,
on your judgment and discretion so to distribute ‘and. employ the force
undor your command as best to secure these ends, without v1olatmg
the rights and intorests of other people. It would be impossible to
give you spemﬁ(, instructions to embrace every supposable case. On
approaching the coast your first object will be to make yourself
acquamted with the great interests which are entrusted to your pro-
tection, and with this view you will communicate, as far as you
convemently can, with the several accredited agents of our govern-
ment at the colony of Liberia, and obtain all the information you can
from sources on which you may venture to rely. Your operations
will, of course, be governed, in some degree, by thls information.

In regard to the other branch of your duties, viz: the suppreqsmn
of the slave trade, the subjoined views, embraced in the instructions
to your pledece%sor are stated for your guidance:

The United States are mncerclv desirous wholly to suppress this
iniquitous traffic, and with that view have declared it to be piracy.
Thoy havo, by thoir treaty with England, come under spemﬁc stipu-
lations upon the subject, to which your partlculm attention is called.
A copy of the treaty botween the two countrics accompanies this, and
you are reforred to the 8th article of it. The object which the two
governments have in view, and the mode in which they propose to
accomplish it, will be at once perceived from the plain language of
this article. I noed not i impress upon you the importance of strictly
observing this stipulation, and of preserving inviolate tho pledged
faith of your country upon this point. Nevortheless, the following
suggestions may bo found useful in enabling you to understand, fully
and precisely, the views of your own government upon this delicato
and interesting subjoct.

This government does not acknowledge a 7 ght in any other nation
to visit and detain the vessels of American citizens engaged in com-
merce, By tho goneral consent of all civilized nations, vessels sus-
pocted of acts which are piracy by tho laws of nations may be so
vigited, for the purpose of ascertaining their true character. Even in
this case, however, there must bo probable cause; llmt is, & reasonablo
ground of suspicion, and the visit must be mado in g‘ood faith and
conducted with, and limited to, the sole purpose above mentioned.
Any wrong done in the exerciso of this privilege beyond what its
logltlnmfe objoct requires makoes the visiting power o tl‘OSp‘lS%Ol‘ It
is also to ho observed that the piracy of which I speak is piracy by
the laws of nations, and not that which is made so by the municipal
laws of any particular country, Of this latter character is tho slavo
trade, which is declared to ho piracy by act of Congress.  The right
therefore which, by the general consent of nations, exists in regard
to vessels suspectcd of being engaged in® piracy, does not extond to
those suspected of being employed in the slavo trade.
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As to them, there is no right of visitation or search, so far as Ameri-
can vessels are concerned, except by our own vesse]s of-war. But
the claim of the United States that their trading vessels shall not be
visited for any purpose (except on suspicion of piracy) by the cruisers
of other nations presupposes that the vessel visited is reully Ameri-
can, Inwhat manner this fact is to be ascertained is the only’ question
which presents any ddﬁculty The flag which the vessel wears is
prima. facte, although it is not conclusive, proof of her nationality;
it is'a mere emblem, and it loses its true character when it is worn
by those who have no ught to wear it. Any vessel which displays
the American flag claims to be American, and therefore may be
rightfully boarded and examined by an American cruiser, if there be
any circumstance attending her to justify a suspicion that she is not
what she professes to be. But this privilege does not extend,to
cruisers of any other nation; that is, it cannot be conceded to them
as a right. Tho United States certainly do not claim that the mere
hoisting of their flag shall give immunity to those who have no right
to wear it. Such a pretension would subJect their ﬁag‘ to degradation
and dishonor, bocause it would make it a cover for piracy and other
crimes of similar atroclty, but they do claim that their own citizens,
who rightfully display it, shn]l have all the protection which it implies.
Whenever, therefore, a cruiser of any other nation shall venture to
hoard a vossel under the flag of the United States, she will do it on
her own responsibility for all consequences. If the vessel so boarded
shall prove to be American, the act will not be justified by you, but
the injured party will bo left to such redress, either in the tribunals
of England or by an appeal to his own country, ag the naturo of the
case may require. If the vessel prove not to be American the United
fSltatcs have no causo of complaint, notwithstanding she has worn their

ag.

These principles are believed to be well undorstood and sottled.
Indeed, the article of the treaty to which I have called your attontion
was agneod to with tho obvious vicw of preventing all difliculty or
disagreement on this point. The United States, in stipulating to
keep a squadron of not fewer than oighty guns on the coast of Africa,
meant to give to England and all the world an assuranco of her de-
termination and ability to protect her own flag agamst abuse, and thus
to remove all protext for any interforonco with it by othor nations.
England accopted this stipulation as satisfactory, so far as sho was
concernod, and therefore sho has no reason, and I trust has no wish, to
invado tho rights of the United States in 'that respect. I advort to
the subject hore only to put you in _possession of the views of your
own govommont for your guidance_in forming such arrangoment as
you may find it convenient to; make for co- oporation with British
cruisers, I should consider it lnghly desirable that a vossel of cach
nation should, as far ag possible, cruise in company with a vessel of
the other, so that onch may bo in a condition to assort the rights and
provent the abuso of tho flag of its owh country. In this way all
just’ grounds of differenco or collision will he removed, while this har-
monious co-operation of the two powers will go far to insure tho full
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accomplishment of their common object, in the suppression of the
slave trade. "

The cunning of the slave trader is constantly framing new dis-
guises, to elude detection and escape the consequences of his crimes,
To some of these devices it may be useful to ¢all your attention.

It”is not to be supposed that vessels destined for the slave trade
will exhibit any of the usual arrangements for that traffic. They take
especial carc to put on the appearance of honest traders, and to be
always prepared as if in- pursuit of lawful commerce. It is their
practice to run into some river or inlet where they have reason to
believe that slaves may be obtained, make their bargain with the
slave factors, deposit, their handeuffs and other things calculated to
betray them, and then sail on an ostensible trading voyage to some
nenghl)ormg port. At the appointed time they return; and as the
slaves are then ready to be shipped, they are taken on board without
delay, and the vessel proceeds on her voyage. Thus the slavers do
not carry within themselves any positive proof of their guilt, except
before they reach the coast and after they leave it with slaves on
board. Nevertheloss, there is a varioty of signs and indications by
which their true character may at all times be conjectured. Among
them are: ;

1. Double sets of papers. It is well known that false papers may be
easily obtained, and at vory little cost. No vessel engaged in lawful
cominerce requires them.

2. An unusual number of waler casks or tanks; a supply of provisions
beyond what the ostensible voys age would require, and other prepara-
tions or arrangements not usual in the trade in which the vessel pro-
fesses to be engaged.

8. The log-book should be particularly examined. It is understood
to be a common practice among slavers to keep two logs—tho one
representing the true route, and the other a falso ono. By exhibit-
ing the false log they 1'0preqont themselves as having been in positions
which would not expose them to the suspicion of slave trading; but
this fraud may be casily detected by judicious quoqtlonm;:.

4. The shipping list may afford a strong presumptive evidenco upon
the subject. In consequence of the great oxposure, hardships, and
hazards of the slave trade, the wagoes of sailors engaged in it are gen-
orally much higher than ace paid in any regular and lawful tr ado; and,
of course, it may reasorubly bo inforred that a crew, blnpped at
prices oxtmvagqnt and unuqnal, aro not destined for any usual sea
dut .

5y Consular ('(,r{z/' cates arc often forged; in lieu of the proper con-
sular seal the impression is made with an American half dollar.

These are a few, only, of the devices to which the sto trader
resorts. In ca]lmg your attention to them I have only in view to
impress you with a deep sense of the awful character of the advor-
sarics with whom you will have to deal, and of thoir rockless disro-
gard of all truth and honor as well as of all law and humanity.

Nothing but the utmost vigilance and caution will enable you to
detect them. I have no doubt that your own oliservation and sagacity
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will soon discover other contrivances for deceiving and escaping you;
and I have as little doubt that you will apply, promptly and effect-
ually, the requisite means of defeating all such attempts.

The service on which [you] are about to be engaged requires the
greatest prudence and the soundest discretion. It is to be borne in
mind that, while the United States sincerely desire the suppressxon of
the slave tmde and design to exert their power, in good faith, for
the accomphshment of that object, they do not regard the success of
their efforts as their paramount interest nor as their paramount duty.
They are not prepared to sacrifice to it any of their rights as an inde-
pendent nation, nor will the object in view Justlf){_the exposurg of
their own people to injurious and vexatious interruptionsin the prose-
cution of their lawful pursuits. Great caution is to be observed on
this point. There is reason to believe that the flag of the United
States has Dbeen often used to cover the traffic in slaves; and it is
supposed that no good citizen of thoe United States will complain that
a cruiser of his own country, acting upon well grounded suspicion,
visits his vessel in order to ascertain her true character. But he is,
nevertheless, not to be exposed to unnecessary and vexatious deten-
tion, nor to any harsh or uncivil treatment. On this point I am sure
I nced not give you instructipns.  'While, therefore, the utmost vigi-
lance is to bo exerted to detect slave traders, great care must be taken
not to interrupt unnccessarily the citizens, whether of our own or of
other countries, in their lawful pursuits.

* * * % * * * *

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, —

/ J. Y. MASON.

Commodoro CHARLES W. SKINNER,

Jommanding United States aaval JSorees
destined to the coast of Afri zca, Nozfolk,

NaAvy DeprarTMENT, December 29, 1845,

Commonork: So soon as tho United States frigate Cumborland shall
be in all respects ready for soa, you will hoist your broad pennant on

board, and proceed to the coast of Africa to reliove Commodore
" Skinner, now in command of the United States naval forces on that
station.  In making your way to your d(,stnmtlon, you will proceed,
by such route as your own great experience may lead you to profer,
to Porto Praya, where you will doubtless find Commodore Skinner or
learn where he may be fonnd.

Your.squadron will consist, for the present, of your pennant ship,
the Cumberland, tho sloop- of- -war Marion, the brigs Dolphin and
Boxer, and tho storcqlnp Southmnpton.

The general purposes and duties of our naval forces on tho African
station and the precautions to be observed in the prosccution of them
are sct forth in dotml in thoe instrnctions from this- department to
your predecessor in command, under dato of Deccember 20, 1844;
a copy of these is herewith forwarded to you for your guxdmme.
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As soon as you meet Commodore Skinner—and you will find him
ag soon as practicable—you will deliver to him the package to his
address herewith forwarded, and at the same time receive from him
any instructions to the African squadron which may yet remain to be
executed. These you will carry into effect, as if addressed to yourself.

* * % * * * * * T

I am, very respectfully, e

; G. BANCROFT.
Commodore GrorGE C. READ, .

Commanding United States naval forces for coast of Africa.

Navy DEPARTMENT, September 9, 1847.

Sir: So soon as the United States sloop-of-war **Jamestown’’ shall
be in all respects ready for sea, you will hoist your broad pennant on
board and proceed in her with all practicable despatch to the coast
of Africa, to relicve Commodore Read, now in command of the United
States naval forces on that station. ‘ ,

Upon your arrival Commodore Road will transfer to you the soveral
despatches of the department, containing instructions for his guidance
in the operations of the African squadron; and he will communicate
to you such information gained on that station ag may, in his judg-
ment, be useful in facilitating the discharge of your duties, ™ =

The papers which will be transferred to you by Commodore Read,
to which your careful attention is requested, it is belioved will indi-
cate the policy of the government in the maintenance of a squadron
upon the coast of Africa, and the wishes of the department respect-
ing your course in the discharge of the important and delicate dutics
of "your command.

Commodore Read has been instructed to procecd immediately to
the Mediterrancan, in the frigate ¢ United States,” upon your arrival
to relicve him.

Your force will then consist of the following vossels:

United States slobp‘-of-wm' “Jamestown’ ..... 20 guns
United States brig “ Dolphin’’ «vvv oo 10 ¢
United States brig “Boxer’ «vvvvevvvvvivnns 10 ¢

Other vessels will be added to your squadron as soon as tho wants
of the service in other sections will permit. A storeship will also
boe sent to yowa the carliest practicable period. In the mean time
the Burcau of Provisions will charter vessels to supply you with the
necessary stores for the wants of the squadron, ,

Your own experience will suggest the most officient moasuroes to
preserve the health of the officers and men under your command, and
I'need not urge the importance of a strict attention to this subject.
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Wishing you a pleasant cruise and a safe return to your country
and friends, L g
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
g J. Y. MASON.
Commodore WiLLiam C. BownroN, o
Appointed to command the U. S. Squadron,
' Coast of Africa.

*  Navy DEPARTMENT, November 10, 1848,

SIR ¢ So soon as the United States sloop-of-war ¢ Yorktown,’’ under
your command, is in all respects ready for sea, you will hoist your
broad pennant on board and proceed in her to the Cape de Verdes,
touching at Madeira. V —_—

On meeting with Commodore Bolton, who is probably at Madeira,
you will relieve him and assume command of the naval forces of the
United States on the coast of Africa.

The squadron will consist of the following vessels:

Sloop-of-war Portsmouth, Commander Armstrong........ 20 guns
Sloop-of-war Yorktown, Commander Marston........... 16 ¢
Sloop-of-war Decatur, Commander Byrne««. oo vovvveni. 16 ¢
Brig Porpoise, Commander Gordon«+«« evvvvivvivisa 10 4
Brig Bainbridge, Commander Slaughter..co.ovovvvvvin, 10 ¢

You will receive herewith, from Commodore Bolton, the general
and specific instruc.ions which have been transmitted to him, and
they. will be the guide of your conduct, except so far as any special
instruction may have been executed.

Wishing you a pleasant cruise and safe return,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' J. Y. MASON.
Commodore BENJAMIN COOPER,
Appointed to command U, S. Squadron,
Coast of Africa.

NavYy DEPARTMENT, August 17, 1849,

Sir: The indisposition of Commodore Cooper has induced the
dopartment to detach him from the command of the African squadron,
with permission to roturn to the United States. Having been
appointed his successor, you will bo pleased to proceed in the United
States storeship ‘‘Hrie,”” about to sail from Now York, for the Medi-
terranean, via Madeira., On your arrival at that island, you will find
Commodore Cooper, who has been instructed to transfer to you the
command of the African squadron, and to turn over all orders and
instructions of the department which remain uncxecuted, togethor
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with such books and papors in his possession as may bo oessontial for
your information and guidance,

You will hoist your broad pennant on the United Statos sloop-
of-war “I’m~tqmmlt]|, ag your flag-ship, and resume coruising on
the const of Africa, in accordance with the instructions heretofore
transmitted to the commanders of our naval forcos upon that station,
which will bo commuuicated to you by Commodore Coopor.

The African squadron consists of the following vessels:

‘aloop “Portsmouth,’’ rate 22 guns.

Sloop **John Adams,”’ rate 20 guns.

Sloop “Yorktown,” rate 16 guns,

Brig “Bainbridge,”’” rate 10 guns, ¢

Brig ‘' Porpoise,”’ rate 10 guns.

The departiment yeposes entire confidence in your judgmont, zoul,
and diseretion in the discharge of the delicate duties mvolvod in thc
important command with which you are entrusted, and it is believed
that no efforts will be omitted on your p.n't to preserve the discipline
of the service and the efliciencey of your force,

Wishing you success, 1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant;

WM. BALLARD PRESTON.

Captain 10, 11, Grecory,

Appointed lo commend the United States squadron
on the coust of Africa.

Navy Deeawrment, May -—, 1851,

Sm: Yon have beeh appointed to relieve Commodore (xncg'm'v n
the command of our naval force on the coast of Africa.

The sloop-of-war Germantown, Commander James D. Knight, has
heen designated as the flag-ship of the squadvon, und when sho shall
ho in all respeets ready for sea, you will hoist your broad pennant on
her, and proceed with all practieable dospateh to your destination.

The sloop John Adams, Commander Samuel Barron, now at Norfolk,
recently returned from the const of Africa, will resnme her station;
you will, therefore, before sailing, issuc your instructions to Com-
mander B.n'um to join you at Madeiva, or such other point as may
appear to yon to be advisable.

Porto Praya, in the Cape de Verde islands, is the established ren-
dezvous of the squadron, and it will be the endenvor of the dopart-
ment to keep at that point o regular and constant supply of all such
provisions and stores s cunnot, with more economy, be procured in
the vicinity.

The vessels composing the squadron under your command are, for
the prosent— , L

Sloop-of-war Germantown, Commandor Knight, 20 guns.

Sloop-of-war John Adumq, Commander Barron, 20 guns.

Sloop-of-war Dale, Commander W, Pcarson, 16 guns,

Brig Porpoiso, Licutonant Commanding L(u'(lnor 18 guns.

Prig Perry, Licutenant Commanding Foote, 10 guns,
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The duty of maintaining a squadron on tho coast of Africa is

imposed on the governmentof the United States, not only by motives
of humanity and philanthropy, to prevent, as far as lies within its
powor, the abuso of our flag in the slave trade, but by tmaty stipula-
tions with the government of Great Britain, which, with tho protec-
tion of our commerce, and increasing the ef’ﬁcmnoy of our navy, by
affording active service to the oflicers and crew of the vessels under
your command, will require your um'omlttmg attention.

You are chatged with tho protection of American commerco in
that quarter, and with the suppression of the slave trade, ag far as
the samo may be carried on by American citizens, or undor the
American flag.

The commerce of the United States with tho wesiorn coast of Africa
is rapidly increasing, and bccommg every day more and more valuable.

You will afford to it all the aid and support which it may logally
require, andewhich may be in your power. As opportunities offor
you will ascertain its condition and oxtent and its probable future
course. Tho rights of our citizens engaged in lawful commerce aro
undor the protection of our flag; and it is the chief purposo as the
chicf duty of our naval power to seo that” those rights are not im-
properly abridged or invaded. To what extent your interposition
may bo needed for this ol)Ject it is impossible to foresco.

Tho department relies with full confidence on your judgment and
diseyetion so to distribute and employ the foréo under your command
as best to secure thoso ends without violating tho rights and intorests
of other people. It would be impossible to give you gpecific instrue-
tions to embrace evory supposable case.

On approaching the coast your first object will be to make yoursolf
acquainted with tho great intorests which are entrusted to your pro-
tection; and with this view you will communicate, as far ag you con-
vonwntly can, with the sevoral aceredited agonts of our governmont,
at the colony of Liberia, and obtain all the information you can from
sources on which you may venturo to rely. Your operations will, of
courso, be governed in some dogree by the information so obtainod.

In regard to your duties in suppressing the slave trado the follow-
ing views aro stated for your guidance. The United States are sin-
corely desirous wholly to suppress this iniquitous traflic, and with
that view havoe declared it to bo piracy, 'They have by their troaty
with England como undor specifie stipulations upon tho subjoct, to
which your particular attention is called.

Tho objoct which the two governmonts haye in view, and tho modo
in which thoy propose to accomplish it, will at once be perceived
from the plain language of tho cighth articlo of the troaty.

I necd not impress upon you tho importanco of strictly obsorving
this stipulation and preserving inviolate the plodged: faith of your
country upon this point. Nevertheless the following suggestions
may be found uscful in enabling you to understand fully and procisely
tho views of your own governmont upon this delicate and interesting

s hjoct.
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[Then follow instructions, which do not vary materially from thoso
of Dccembm 20, 1844 to Oommodoro kanor]
* * *

I am, very rec;pcctfully your obedlont gorvant,
WILLIAM A. GRAHAM.
Commodore Ert A, F. LAVALLETTE,
Appointed to command the U. 8. squadron on the coast of Africa,

Navy DepARTMENT, December 9, 1852,

Sir: You have been appointed to relieve Commodore Lavallette in
the command of our naval f'orcos on the coast of Africa.

The frigate ‘‘ Constitution,”’ Commander John Rudd, has beon
designated as tho flag-ship of the squadron; and when gho shall bo in
all respects ready for sea, you will hoist your broad pendant on her,
and proceed with all practicable despatch to your de‘stmatlon.

Porto Praya, in the Cape de Verde Islands, is the established
rendezvous of the squadron; and it will be the endeavor of the de-
partment to keep at that point a regular and constant supply of all
such provisions and stores as cannot with more economy be procured
in the vicinity.

The vesscls comprising the squadron tinder your command are, for
the present, the frigate *‘ Constitution,”” -tho sloop-of-war ‘‘John
Adams,”’ the sloop-of-war *‘Marion,"” tho brig ¢ Bainbridge,”’ and
the bng “Perry.”’

[Then follow nstructions in regard to the duty of the squadron on
the coast of Africa, and upon tho subioct of the slave trade, which
do not vary materially from the instructions of December 20, 1844,
to Commodore Skinner. ]

% X X * * * % % *

I am, very respectfully, your obedient scrvant, ~

JOHN P. KENNEDY.

Commodore [saac Mavo,

Appointed to command the U. S, squadron on the coast of Africa.

Navy Departyent, April 171, 1855.

Sir: You have been appointed to relicve Commodoro Isaac Mayo
in the command of the United States naval force on the coast of Africa.

The sloop-of-war Jamestown, Commander Francis B. Ellison, has
been designated as tho flag-ship of your command, and as soon as sho
shall be in all respects ready for sea, you will proceed in her, hoisting
your broad pendant, and losing no time in reaching your destination,

Porto Praya, in the Cape de Vorde Islands, is the established ren-
dezvous of the squadron, where you will no doubt find Commodore
Mayo, who wil} be instructed to transfer the command, with all unexe-
cuted orders, And impart to you such information in 'relation thereto
as may be noedful to you in the prosecution of your duties. It will
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be tho endeavor of the department to keep at that point a regular
and constant supply of all such provisions and stores as cannot with
more economy be procured in the vicinity, ‘ 4

The vessels constituting the present squadron on the coast will be
recalled with the exception of the sloop-of-war Dale, and your com-
mand will consist of the sloops-of-war Jamestown and Dale, and the
brigs Perry and Dolphin.  An additional sloop-of-war will be added
at an carly day.

The duty of maintaining a squadron on the coast of Africa is im-
posed on the government of the United States, not only by motives
of humanity and philanthropy, to prevent as far as lies within its power
the abuse of our flag in the slave trade, but by treaty stipulations
with the government of Great Britain, which, with the protection of
our commerce, and increasing the efficiency of our navy by affording
active service to the officers and crew of the vessels under your com-
mand, will require your unremitting attention,

You are charged with the protection of American commerce in that
quarter, and with the suppressing of the slave trade so far as the same
may be carried on by American citizens or under the American flag.

The commerce of the United States with the western coast of Africa
is rapidly increasing and becoming every day moro and more valuable,
You will afford it all the aid and support which it may legally require
and which may be in your power to give. As opportunities offer,
vou will ancertain its condition and its probable future course.

The rights of our citizens ongaged in lawful commorco, are under
the protection of our flag, and it is the chiof purpose ag well as the
chief duty of our naval power to see that those rights are not impro-
perly abridged or invaded. To what extent your interference may
be nceded for this object it is impossible to foresee. The department
relies with all confidence in your judgment and discretion so to dis-
tribute your command as best to secure these ends without violating
the rights and interests of other people, 1t would be impossible to
give you specific instructions to embrace every supposable case.

On approaching the coast your first object will be to make yourself
acquainted with the groat interests which are insrusted to your pro-
tection, and with this view you will communicate as far as you can,
conveniently, with the several aceredited agonts of our government
at the colony of Liberia and obtain all tho information from other
sonrces on which you can venture to rely.  Your operations will of
course be governed in some degree by the information so obtained.

In regard to your duties in suppressing the slave trade, tho fol-
lowing views are stated for your guidance:

The United States are sincerely desirous wholly to suppress the
iniquitous traflic, and with that view have declared it to bo piracy.
They have, by thoir treaty with England, come under specific stipu-
lations upon the subject, to which your particular attention is called,
The object which the two governments have in] view, and the mode
in which thoy propose to accomplish it, will at onco be perceived
from the plain language of the cighth article of tho treaty. 1 nced
not impress upon you the importance of strictly observing this stipu-

H. Ex. Doc. 104—-—-2
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lation, and preserving mvmlt te the pledged faith of your country upon
this pomt. Nevertheloss the following suggestions may be found
useful in enabling you to understand fully and premsely the views of
your own government upon this delicate and mtorestmg subject.

The government does not acknowledge a rnght in any other nation
to visit and detain the vessels of American citizens engaged in com-
mercee,

The flag which the vessel wears is prima facte, although it is not
conclusive proof of natmnnhty; it is & more emblom and it loses its
true character when it is worn by those who have no right to wear it.
Any vessel that displays the American flag, claims to be American,
and thorcfo’re may be 1‘ightfully boarded and examined by an Amer-
ican cruiser if there be uny circumstances attonding her to justify a
suspicion that she is not what she professes to be.  But this prwnlego
does not extend to the cruisers of any other nation. The United
States certainly do not claim that the mere hoisting of their flag shall
give immunity to those who have no right to wear it. Such a pre-
tension would subject their flag to degmdatlon and dishonor, because
it would make it a cover for piracy and other crimes of similar atrocity,
but they do claim that their own citizens who rightfully display it,
shall have all the protection which itimplies. Whenever, tllcreiore,
a cruiser of any other nation shall venture to board a ve sqel of the
United States, she will do it npon her own l'oqponmblllty for all con-
sequences.

These principles are believed to be well understood and scttled.
Indeed the article of the treaty to which your attention has heen
directed was agroed to with the obvious view of preventing all diffi-
culty or disagrecment on the point.

The United Stutes, in stipulating to keep a squadron on the coast of
Africa, meant to give to Ingland and all the world an assurance of
her determination and ability to protect her own fhg‘ against abuse,
and thus remove all protext for any interference with it by other na-
tlons. England aceepted this stipulation as satisfactory, so far as she

vas concerned, and therefore she ha no reason, and I trust no wish,
to invade the rights of the United States in tlmt rospeet. 1 advert
to tho subject heré only to put you in possession of the views of your
own government, for your guidance in forming such m'mngomonts ag
you may find it conveniont to make for co-operation with British
cruisors. 1 would consider it highly desirable that a vessel of cach
nation should, as far as possible, cruise in company with a vessel of
the othor, so that cach might be in a condition to asscrt the rights
and prevent the abuse of tho flag of its own country. In thig way
all just ground of difference or collision will be removed, while the
harmonious co-oporation of the two powers will go far to insure tho
full accomplishmont of the common object, in the suppression of the
slave trade.

The cunning of the slave trader is constantly forming new dis-
guises, to eludo detection and eseape the consequences of his crimes,
To some of theso dovices it may bo usoful to call your attention,

It is not to be supposed that vessels dostined for the slave trade
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will exhibit any of the usual arrangements for that traffic. They
take especial caro to put on the appearance of honest traders, and to
he always prepared as if in pursuit of lawful commerce. It is their
practice to run into some river or inlet, make their bargain with th'e
slave factors, deposit their handcuffs and other things calculated to
betray them, and then sail on an ostensible trading voyage to some
neighboring port. At the appointed time they return, and as the
slaves are then ready to be shipped, they are taken on board without
delay, and the vessel proceeds on her voyage., Thus the slavers do
not carry within themselves any positive proof of their guilt, except
before they reach the coast and after thoy leave it with slaves on
hoard, Nevertheless, there is a variety of signs and indications by
which their true character may at all times be conjectured. Among
them are:

1. Double sets of papers. It is well known that false papers may be
cagily obtained, at very little cost. No vessel engaged in lawful
commerce requires them,

2. dn unusual number of water casks or tanks; « supply of provisions
beyond what the ostensible voyage would require, and other preparations
or arrangements not usual in the trade in which the vessels profess
to he engaged. , .

8. T'he log-book should bo particularly examined, It is understood
to be a common practice among slavers to keep two logs, one repre-
senting the true routo, the other a false one. By exhibiting the false
log thoy represent themselves ag having been in positions which would
not. expose them to the suspicion of slave trading, This fraud may
be casily detected by judicious questioning, ,

4. The shipping list may aflord strong presumptive evidence upon
the subject,  In consequence of the great exposure, hardships, and
hazards of the slave trade, the wages of sailors engaged in it are much
higher than are paid in any reogular or lawful trade, and of course it
may be reasonably inferred that a crew of unusual number and shipped
at prices extravagant aroe not destined for any usual sca duty.

5. Consular certificates ure often forged, and in licu of the proper
consular scals, the impression is made with an American half dollar,

These are only a few of the devices to which the slave trader
resorts, In calling your attention to them I have only in view to
impress you with a deep sense of tho artful character of the adver-
saries with whom you will have to deal, and of their reckless dis-
regard of all truth and honor, as well as of all law and humanity.
Nothing but tho utmost vigilance and caution will enable you to
detect thom, 1 have no doubt your own observation and sagacity
will soon discovoer other contrivances for deceiving and escaping you,
and I havo as littlo doubt that you will apply, promptly and efliciently,
the requisite moans of defeating all such attempts,  The service on
which you are about to. be engaged requires tho greatest prudence
and the soundest diseretion.

It is to be borne in mind that while the United States sincerely
desire the suppression of the slave trade, and design to oxert their
power in good falth for tho accomplishment of that object, they do
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not regard the success of their efforts as their paramount interest nor
ag their paramount duty, They are not prepared to sacrifice to it
any of their rights as an independent nation, nor will the object
i view justify the exposure of their own people to'injurious and
vexatious interruptions in the prosecution of their lawful pursuits,
Great caution is to be observed on this point.
There is reason to believe that the flag of the United States has
been often, and continues to be, used to cover the traffic in slaves;
and it is supposed that no good citizen of the United States will com-
plain that a cruiser of his own cotintry, acting upon well grounded
suspicion, visits his vessel in order to ascertain his true character.
But he is nevertheless not to be exposed to unnecessary and vexatious
detentions, nor to any harsh or uncivil treatment. On this point,
I am sure, I need not give you instructions. While, therefore, the
utmost vigilance is to be exorted to detect slave traders, great care
must be taken not to interrupt unnecessarily tho citizens, whethor of
our own or other countries, in their lawful pursuits.
i * * * * % % % *
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. DOBBIN.
Captain T'HoMAs ORABBE,
Appointed to command the U. S. squadron on the coast of Africa.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT,
June 10, 1857,

SIr: You have been appointed to command the United States naval
forces on the west coast of Africa, which will consist of the sloop-of-
war Cumberland, }Commandcr J. 8. Misgsroon,) now at Boston, the
sloops-of-war St, Louis, (Commander J. W. Livingston,) and Dale,
(Commander William McBlair,) ’

The brig Dolphin, attached to the squadron, has been ordered
to the United States, and is probably now on her way home.  The
department may add another small vessel to your command.

The Cumberland has been designated as your flag ship, and so
soon as she shall in all respects be ready for sea, having hoisted your
broad pennant, you will proceced in her with all despatch to your
station. ,

Your cruiging ground will extend from Madeira and the Canary
islands to Cape I'rio, (coast of Africa,) and from the coast to the 30th
degree of west longitude. '

I transmit herowith extracts from the instructions to Commodoroe
Crabbe, your predecessor, which you will consider ag applicable to
yoursclf, and also copy of a lettor of the 20th of April, from the
Seeretary of State, in relation to the slave trade carried on in the



INSTRUCTIONS TO AFRICAN SQUADRON. a1’

Congo river and its neighborhood, to which your special attention
i called and your prompt action desired theroon.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. TOUCEY.
Flag-Officer THoMas A. CoNOVER,
Appotnted to command U. s, squadron ¢of coast of Africa,
Boston, Massachusetts.

B.

UniteEp STATES FRIGATE MACEDONIAN,
Port Praya, May 21, 1844,
Sir: In forwwrdi‘ng herewith a copy of a recent correspondence
with the senior officer of her Britannic Majesty’s naval force on this
station, I beg leave to inform the department that that officer has
manifested a strong desire to establish, upon the most cordial footing,
a friendly co-operation of the lOSpOCtl\’O squadrons of the United
States and Great Britainj and, in accordance with my duty as well
as inclination, I have assonted so far as I deemed it consistent with
my present mqtmchonq, to his propositions.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. C. PERRY,
Commanding U. 8. naval forces, western coust of A/rua.

Hon, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
Washington, D, C.

1IER Briranyic Masesry’s Suir MADAGASCAR,
Port Praya, San Jago, May 15, 1844,

Sik: T have the honor to send herewith a copy of the instructions,
dated December 12, 1813, which I have received from the Tords
Commissioners of the Admlmlty for my guidance in carrying out the
objects of the treaty betweon her Majesty and the United Statos,
signed at Washington on the 9th of August, 1842, in ordor that you
may see the views of her Ma‘]eqty g government, with respect to our
coming to such an understanding as may best ‘eonduce to tho end
which our respective governments have in view.

You will immediately pereceive, on the perusal of the documents
contained therein, that I have happily anticipated the directions of
my government in every particular, excepting that of having com-
municated with you on the subject of joint cruising, which I have
now the honor to do, in obedience to the dircctions therein contained.

It would appear to me that, in the event of your thinking proper
to give direciions to your csquudron, whon requested to do so by the
commanders of British cruisors, to aid and assist in the chase of sus-
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picious vessels, hoisting tho colors of any nation which has ‘conceded
to Great Britain the rw‘ht of search, joint cruising might be of great
service in tho suppression of the slave trade; and you will observe
that my governmont gives mo dircctions thut in the event of an
American cruiser being present whon a British cruiser shall happen
to fall in with a vessel belioved to be British, tho conmmndmg ofhcor
shall invite the commander of the United States cruisor to join him
in visiting her, as well as in tho case of vesscls hoisting British
colors and suspoctod of having no right to carry them.

Numeral signals, and a telegraph suflicient to carry out the above
ob‘]ects may be immediately cstablis shed, with your approbation; but
it will be necessary, of course, inthe ﬁxst pluce, that 1 should receive
your wishes on this subjoct, that it may be perfectly understood
botween us, and which I trust you will have the kindness to transmit
to me at your carliest convenience.

I have the honor to be, sir, your very humble sorvant,

JOHN POOTI}
Captain ond Senior Officer, Commanding g

Commodore M. C. PErny,
Commanding U. S. naval Jorces on the coast of Africa.

By the commissioners for execuling the office of Lovd Iigh Admiral of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain, Freland, e,

Tnstructions for Captain John Toote, of her Mujesty’s ship ** Mada-
gasear,” senior officer of her Majesty’s ships and vessels on the
vu;f coast of Africa:

We transmit to you herewith an extract of the preamble of a treaty
between her Muiests and the United %tutcs of Amevica, dated the 9th of
August, 1842 , ynd o copy of the oif ghth article thereof, by which it
is stipulated thut the contracting paities shall cach mainfain on the
coast of Africn, & naval foree ol not less than eighty guns, for the
purpose of enforcing, separately and 10spvct1voly tho laws, rights,
and obligations of cach country for the suppression of the slave tmdc'
that the two squadrons are to be independent of cach other; but ﬂmt
the ofticers in command shall receive such orders from their uszuctlvo
governments as shall enable them to act in concert and co-opoerate
with each other; and we desire that you will take evory opportunity
and usge your wtmost eflorts to eirr y out the objeets of the treaty as
here described, mnlenlhornng that it is for this purpose, above all
others, that her Majesty’s ships on the coast of Africa aro placed
under your command.

With this view you are to take the omheqt oppor tunity of putting
yourself in communication with the senior oflicer of the Unitod States
squudlon, for the purpose of coming .o such an understanding as may
hest conduce to the end which your respective governments have in
view,
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It will bo the duty of yourself, and of the commanding officors of
hor Majesty’s ships under your orders, upon all occasions to commu-
nicate to the officers of the United States, any information which may
be of service in detocting the frauds of the slave traders, as ospecmllv
to give notice of any vessel suspected to belong to the United States
and of being engaged in the slave trade, which may be met with or
heard of in the course of a cruise; and you will give directions to
the officers under your orders to pay strict attention to this duty.

The occasions upon | which it may be convenient for a vessel under
vour orders to cruise in company with a vessoel of the United Statos
will dopend on circumatances, which can best be judged of on tho
spot, and must be left to your own decision, ov to that of the com-
manding officers of vessels under your orders when the latter are
separated from a senior oflicer, and provzdbd that the adoption of
such a course will not untu‘fere with their instructions from you.

The system of joint cruising should be adopted whenever, in the
judgmont of the officers of both nations, it can be done with advan-
tage; and under any such arrangement the commanding oflicers of her
M:lJ(ﬂﬁV s ships on the African station will continue to be guided by
the instructions under which they act when cruising singly, so far
relates to the visit, search and detention of vessels belonging to
nations with whom Great Britain has concluded treatios for tho sup-
pression of the slave trade, and of vessels not entitled to claim the
protection of the flag of any nation.

But in the ovent of meeting with a vessel believed to be British,
and suspected of being engaged in the slave trade, the commander
o' the British cruiser will invite the commander of the cruiser of the
United States to join him in visiting her.  So also in the case of a
vessel hoisting British colors, and suspected of having no right to
carry them,

If, on the other hand, n vessel should appear under the colors of
the Umted States, and if the British commander should not have
reason to believe that she is other than a vessel of the United States,
he will carefully abstain from all interference with her, unless his co-
operation shall be requested by the commander of the United States
eruiser,

It is only when the Bmtlsh commander shall have reason to helieve
that the Umtvd States flag is dishonestly usod, and that the vessel is
engaged in the slave ’nudo, and cithor is British or belongs to
nation which has given to Great Britain the right to detain her ves-
sels when so engaged, and that he ig in co-operation with the oflicer
of the United States, that he shall cause her to be visited and dealt
with according to her nationality.  In carrying this part of his in-
structions into (\\vcution, he will do right to leave the commander of
the United States cruiser to take the first step of visiting the vessel
and ascertaining whether she is entitled to bear the flag of his coun-
try, provided that in so doing no such delay is incurred as may enable
her to escape altogether unvisited.

The commanding officers of her Majesty’s vessels on the African
station are to bear in mind that it is no part of their duty to capture
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or visit, or in any way to interferoe with, vessels of the United States,
whether theso vessels ghall have slaves on board or not; and you
will give strict instructions to the commanding officers of the vessels
under your orders to abstain therefrom. At the same time you will
romember that the government of the United States are far from
claiming that the flag of the Union should give immunigy to those
who have no right to bear it, and that most assuredly Great Britain
never will allow vessels of other nations to escapo visit or examina-
tion by merely hoisting a United States flag, or tho flag of any other
nation which has not granted to Great Britain the right. of search.

Accordingly, when from intelligence which the officer commanding
her Majesty’s cruisers may have received, or from the manceuvres of -
_ the vessel or other suflicient cause he may have rcason to believe

that the vesscl does not belong to the nation indicated by her colors,
he is, if the state of the wind and weather will admit of it, to go
ahead of the suspected vessel, after communicating his intention by
hailing, and to drop a boat on board. of her to ascortain her nation-
ality, without causing her detention, in the event of her really
proving to be a vesscl of the nation the colors of which she has dis-
played, and therefore one which he is not authorized to scarch; but
should the strength of the wind or other circumstances render such
mode of visiting the stranger impracticable, he is to require the sus-
pected vessel to be brought to, in order that her nationality may be
ascertained; and he will be justified in enforcing it, if nccessary—
understanding always that he is not to resort to any coercive measure
until every other shall have failed; and the officer who boards the
stranger is to be instructed merely, in the first instance, to satisfy
himself by the vessel’s papers or other proof of her nationality; and
if she proves really to bo a vossel of tho nation designated by her
colors, and one which.he is not authorized to search, he is to lose no
time in quitting her, offering to note on the papers of the vessel the
cause of his having snspected her nationality, as well as the number
of minutes the vessel was detained (if detained at all) for the object
in question, such notation to be signed by the boarding oflicer, spoci-
fying his rank and the namo of her Majesty’s cruiser; and whether
the commander of the visited vessel consents to such notaiion on the
vessel’s papers or not, (and it is not to bo done without his consent,)
all the said particulars are to be immediately inserted in the log-book
of her Majesty’s cruiser, and a full and complote statement of the
circumstances is to be sent, addressed to the Secretary of tho Admi-
ralty, by the first opportunity, direct to Iingland, and also a similar
statemont to you, as the senior oflicer on the station, to be forwarded
by you to our Sceretary, accompanied by any remarks you may have
reason to make thercon,

Of course, in cases where the suspicions of the commander turn out
to be well grounded, and the vessel boarded proves, notwithstanding
her colors, not to belong to the nation designated by those colors, tho
commander of her majesty’s cruiser will deal with her as ho would
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have beon aithorized and required to do had she not hoisted a false
flag.
Given under our hands this 12th day of December, 1843,
G. COCKBURN.
W. H. GAGE.

By command of their lordships:
- JOHN BARRON.

Eaxtract from the preamble of a treaty between her majesty and the United
States of dmerica, dated August 9, 1842.

And whereas, by the treaty concluded at Ghent on the 24th day
of Docember, 1814, between hor Britannic majesty and tho United
States, an article was agroed to and inserted of the following tenor,
viz: “Article 10. Whereas the traflic in slaves is irrcconcilablo with
the principles of humanity and justice; and whereas both his majesty
and the United States arc desirous of continuing their efforts to pro-
mote its entire abolition, it is hereby agreed that both the contracting
partics shall use their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable an
object.”” . And whoreas, notwithstanding the laws which have at
various times been passed by the two governments, and tho eflorts
made to suppress it, that criminal traflic is still prosecuted and carried
on; and whereag Ler majesty, the queen of the United Kingdom of
Giroat Britain and Ircland, and tho United States of America are
dotermined that, so far as may be in their power, it shall be offect-
nally abolished, &ec.

Copy of the eighth article of the treaty between her majesty and the United
States of America, signed at Washington August 9, 1842,

Arricns 8. The partios mutnally stipulate that oach shall prepare,
equip, and maintain in service on the coast of Africa a sufliciont and
adequate squadron or naval force of vessels of suitable numbors and
description, to carry in all not less than cighty puns, to enforce,
separately and 1‘(»3pwilv01y the laws, rights, and obllp‘atlom of each
of the two countries for the suppression of the slave trade; the said
squadrons to be independent of cach other, but the two govurnmontq
stipulating, nevertheless, to give such ordors to the oflicers com-
manding their respective forces as shall enablo them most offectually
to act in concort and co- opomtlon, upon mutual consultation, as
exigencies may arise, for the attainment of the true object of this
article; copies of all such orders to bo communicated by each govern-
ment to tho other, respectively.
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UNrrep STATES FRIGATE MACEDONIAN,
Port Praya, May 20, 1844,

Sir: I have the honor of recoiving your communication of the 15th
instant, ton‘othor \Vlth Q copy of the 1nstructions recently issued b)
the lord.s commissioners of the admiralty for your gmdanco as sonior
officer of her Britannic majesty’s naval forces on this ‘statlow and
Lam gratified to learn, from these and other documents in my pos-
session, that our mutnal efforts to bring about a u%iul and harmonious
co- opcmtmn of the two squadrons have proceeded in perfeet unison
with the views and wishes of onr ro spective governments,

In regard to the proposition of joint cruising, yon will perceive,
by reference to the paper herewith enclosed, that the commanding
officers. of vesscls under my command have been, from their first
coming upon the coast, instructed upon that point; but I foar, from
the sniall numbor of vessels composing the American qquadron, and
considering their various dutics and the g great extent of their ¢ruising
ground, that the co-operation by joint cruising has been, and will
continue to be, less cffective than might be desived, I shall, how-

ever, continue so to arrange tho movements of the vessels ot my
command as to enable them to act in concert, whenever it can bo dono,
with those of her Britannic majesty.

With renewed assurances of my respeet and esteem, I am, siv, your
most obedient servant,

M. C. PERRY,
Commander-in-Clief U. S. noval forees, western coast of Africa.

Jonx Ioore, Isq.,
Cuplain and semor officer
comm’ g 1, B, M. naval forces, weslern coust of Africa.

Loutract from llm general instructions addressed by the honorable 6007 elary
of the Nuwy of the United States to Commodore Mathew C. Peri Yy
Jor his government as conmander-in-chie/ of the Uniled Sla((*.s‘ naval
rorces on the western coast of Africa; coples of which instructions have
been furnished by Commodore Perry to the commanding officers of the
respeelive vessels of the dmerican squadron for thelr guidance :

“T advert to the subject hore only to put you in p(rwwsion of the
views of your own governmont, for your guidance in forming such
at'rﬂlm‘omonts a8 you may find it convenient to make for co- operation
with British cruisers. 1 should consider it highly desirable that a
vessel of cach nation should, as fur as possible, cruise in company
with a vessel of the other, so that cach may be in a condition to
assert the rights and prevent the abuse of the flag; of its own country.
[n this way all just ground of collision or collusion will be removed;
while this harmonious co-operation of the two powers will go far to
insure the full au'ompllshmont of their common object, in the sup-
pression of the slave trade.”’
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[Forwarded to the depattment with despatch of Commodore Perry ]

Iixtracts of ovders given by Commodore Willicn Jones, senior officer
commanding her Britannic Majesty’s squadron employed on the awest
coust of Africa for the suppression of the slave trade, to the respective
commanders of the British cruisers:

May 18, 1844,—*‘In the course of your servico on the coast you
will bear in mind the standing and special orders heretefore issued
for the gaidance of the cruisers; and I particularly request that in
your intercourse with the Portuguese, I'rench, or other forcigners,
you will be upon your guard not to give any reasonable grounds of
offence, or to harass them with any unnecessary interruption of their
lawful pursuits.”’

W. JONES.

Commander Fraxcrs Scorr,

of the ** Hyacinth,"-Benguela division.

May 18, 1844.—¢In the coursc of your service on the coast you
will be governed by the standing and special orders heretofore issued
for the guidance of the cruisers; and I have particularly to recom-
mend to your attention that, in whatever intercourse you may find
necessary with vesscls under Portuguese, I'rench, or other foreign
colors, duc care may be taken to avoid giving them just ground of
complaint, and that such vessels shall be harassed or delayed as little
as possible in the exercise of legitimate pursuits,”’

W. JONES,

Commander C. J. BosaNQuer,

of the ** dlert,”’ Bengucla division.

July 9, 1844.—*“The great object of your cruising is the suppres-
sion of slave trade. In the execution of duty you are to be very
circumspect as to the legality and correetness of your procecdings,
especially in your intercourse with foroigners. - Such of these as you
may fall i with which may belong to powers who have conceded to us
the right of search, are to be examined with all the civility which is
enjoined in the respective slave papers; and with respect to those
which may hoist the flags of such States as have not conceded to us
the vight of reciprocal search, you will, where yon coneceive strong
grounds to suspect that they may he engaged in the slave trade, causo
them to be visited, in order to ascertain their nationality by an in-
spection of their papers, and the oflicor employed in this duty is
strictly to confine himsolf to that point, which, if clearly proved, pro-
toets from our interference vessels which may be actually engaged in
the slave trade, But it must be distinetly understood that vessels of
all deseriptions are to be boarded, under the proper and preseribed
forms. The officers are to be in uniform, the boats with their colors
displayed, and the crews of the boats to remain in them during the
visit.  Tvory care is to be taken to givo no just ground of complaint,
as to the language or deportment of the oflicers entrusted with this
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duty, and generally, that no foreigners whatever shall be harassed or
annoyed in the exercise of lawful pursuits, Inevery case the deten-
tion is to be as short as possible, and its duration carefully recorded.
The substance of this clause is to be communicated to the vessels
under your orders, for their guidance,”’

; W. JONES.
Communder HENRY Bacor,
of the ** Wasp,"' Bights of Benin and Biafra.

July 15, 1844.—*In the performance of this service you are your-
self, and all the officers under your orders, to act with the utmost
circumspection, so that, in the execution of your duty, no just or
reasonable ground of complaint shall be given to forcigners. All such
vessels as may bo met with gailing under the flags of those powers
which have by treaty ceded to us the reciprocal right of search, are
to be visited with all the civility enjoined in the several slave papers
of each of them, respectively. And such vessels as may hoist the
colors of those countries whose governments have not agreed to a
right of search, are only to Lo visited when strong grounds may
appear for supposing that the colors shown are false, and the said
vessel engaged in the slave trade.  In such cases vossels may bo law-
fully visited for the purpose of ascertaining their nationality, which,
if satistactovily proved, will preclude all further interference on our
part, cven with vessels actually engnged in carrying slaves, And,
with respect to all foreign vessels, gonerally, it is my particular direc-
tion that none shall be unnecessarily harassed, detained, or interrupted
in their lawful pursuits. The officers who may be employed to visit
or examine them are to be entirely enjoined to perform their duty
with mildness and civility, and to omit none of the rogular forms
usual on such service, Tflo officers are to be in uniform, the Dboats
with their colors displayed, and the crews to remain quietly in them,
It may bo hopoed that when the several commanders are duly impressed
with the nocessity of attending strictly to the instructions on this
subjoct, and with the importance attached by our government to their
observance, no future canse of complaint will be given; for I request
you to make it distinctly undorstood that officers who shall offend in
this respect will be held rosponsible, and must expect to tako all the
consequences of their misconduct.”’

W. JONES.

Commander Ornaupe HinL Buckie,

of the ** Grrowler,” Sierra Leone division.

July 16, 1844,—** Within the above limits you will cruise with all
possible diligence for the supprossion of the slave trade, carefully
observing the various instructions relating to that service and the
provigions of the several treaties with powers from whom you hold
slave papers. As to such forcign vessols as you may meet with under
the colors of those countries which have not conceded to us the
recipracal right of search, if you have strong reason to suppose that
the colors shown are false, you may lawfully visit such vessels in order
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to ascertain their nationality; and if that point shall be clearly estab-
lished from an inspection of their papers, the visiting officer is to
withdraw, such proof being sufficient to protect from our interference
vessels ongaged in the slave trade, even though they may have slaves
on board. ‘ ,

«“With respect to all foreign vessels generally, it is my particular
direction that the utmost care shall be taken to guard against any
just ground of complaint being given, and that foreign vessels are not
to be harassed, detained, or interrupted in the exercise of their
lawful pursuits. When it is necessary to examine any vessel, the
duty is to be performed with mildness and civility, and the usual
forms on such service are to be carefully observed. The officer is to
be in uniform, the colors of the boats displayed, and their crews
to remain in them during the visit, the duration of which is to be
noted. Great complaints having been heretofore addressed on this
subject to our government, which has enjoined the strictest correct-
ness in all that relates to it in future, it is hoped that due attention
will be given, as it must be clearly understood that officers who may
neglect these instructions will be held responsible for their conduct.”

W. JONES.

Commander Sir WiLLIAM DANIELL,

of the '‘Ringdove,”’ Benguela division.

July 16, 1844.-—'*You will cruise with all diligence within the
limits of your station for the suppression of the slave trade, strictly
observing the orders which you have already received, as well with
respect to vessels under the flags of those powers which have con-
ceded to us the mutual right of search as the instructions relating to
vessels under the colors of countries which have not entered- into
treatics with us, which would justify their being searched, and which
can only under circumstances of grave suspicion be visited to ascertain
their nationality. ;

““You will be careful to respect the territorial rights of Portugal,
so far as thoy are clearly recognised and established on the coast of
your station. And it is my particular direction that, with respect
to the Portuguese especially, as well as foreigners in general, their
vessels are not to be unnecessarily harassed, interrupted, or detained
when engaged in lawful pursuits,’’

W. JONES.

Commander ARTHUR MORRELL,

of the “*Espoir,”’ Congo division.

July 22, 1844.—“‘In the course of the service in which you will
be thus engaged you are constantly to bear in mind the directions
which you have heretofore received for your guidance with respect
to the foreign merchant vessels which you may fall in with, The
strictest attention is to be paid to the instructions given for the regu-
lation of the intercourse which our cruisers may find necessary, as
well with vessels belonging to the powers which huve entered into
treaties with us as with those which, showing the colors of countries
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whose governments have not conceded to us the right of mutual search,
may, under circumstances of strong suspicion, be lawfully visited in
order to ascertain their nationality. But in every case the greatest
care is to be taken that no foreign vessel whatever shall have any
just grounds of complaint, or be unnecessarily harassed or detained
whilst in the exercise of lawful pursuits,”

W. JONES.

Commander R. J. W. Duxrop,
of the “Star,”’ Bights of Benin and Bigfra.

August 5, 1844.—** Within those limits you will cruise with all
possible diligence for tho suppression of the slave trade, strictly
observing the instructions to that effect contained in the volume of
¢Instructions for the Guidance of Naval Officers’ on.that service,
with which you aro supplied. The rules therein laid down are to
be most carefully followed in every respect; more especially, your
constant attontion will be required in the intercourse which may
be necessary with vessecls under foreign colors,

““In regard to such as muy be sailing under the flags of those powers
with which we have treatics for the suppression of the slave trade,
the officers under your orders are to be enjoined to observe strictly
the printed instructions, and in every part the stipulations contained
in the respective slave papers. And as to such vessels as you may meet
with under circumstances which may induce you to believe them to be
engaged in the slave trado, which shall hoist the colors of countries
whose governments have not conceded to us tho right of mutual search,
they may be lawfully visited in order, by an inspection of their papers,
to ascertain their nationality., But where that is clearly established,
no further examination or interference on our part is to be permitted,
even though slaves be actually embarked in the vessel. In every such
case the visit is to be in all its circumstances carefully noted and re-
ported to me, and you and the othor commanders of the cruisers under
your orders arc always to stato fully the reasons which led you to
believe that the vessel so examinod prosented grounds for suspecting
lLer of slave trading and showing false colors.

¢« And as to all foreignors in general, they are to be always treated
with civility and duo courtesy, and not to be harassed or interrupted
unnocessarily in the oxerciso of lawful pursuits. The greatest cir-
cumspection is to be oxorcised, and to be enjoined on all officers of
your division in the execution of their dutios, so that no just or rea-
sonable cause of complaint may be afforded against the cruisers under

your orders.”’
W. JONES.
Commander HENRY LAYTON,
of the ** Signet,”’ Bights of Benin and Biafra.

August 23, 1844.-—'You are to be very circumspect in respecting
the territorial rights of Portugal where they are established on the
coast of your station, and generally to give no just grounds of offence
to any foroigners in the intercourse which may be necessary with'
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their vessels during your cruising for the suppression of the slave

trade. And to this end you will strictly observe the printed regula-

tions for your guidance, and the various stipulations in the slave papers

relating to those powers with whom we have treaties as well as the

instructions respecting vessels under the flags of countries whose

governments have not conceded to us the mutual right of search.’’
W. JONES.

Commander REGINALD B. YORKE, ‘
of the ‘' Albatross,’”’ Benguela division.

August 23, 1844.—** You are to be very circumspect in respecting
the territorial rights of Portugal where they are established on the
coast of your station, and generally to give no just grounds of offence
to any foreigners in the intercourse which may be necessary with
their vessels during your cruisings for the suppression of the slave
trade. And to this end you will strictly observe the printed regula-
tions for your guidance, and the various stipulations in the slave
papers relating to those powers with whom we have treaties, as well
as the instructions respecting vessels under the flags of countries
whose governments have not conceded to us the mutual right of
scarch.”’

: 7 W. JONES.
Commander J. W. D. BRISBANE,
of the ** Sarne,”’ Benguela division.

August 24, 1844,—‘*You are to be very circumspect in respecting
the territorial rights of Portugal, where they are established on the
coast of your station, and generally to give no just grounds of offenco
to any forcigners in the intercourse which may be neccessary with
their vessels during your cruisings for the suppression of the slave
trade. And to this end you will strictly obsarve the printed regula-
tions for your guidance, and the various stipulations in the slave
papers relating to those powers with whom we have treaties, as well
as the instructions respecting vesscls under the flags of countries
whose governments have not conceded to us the mutual right of search.”’

: W. JONES,

Commander Joun Hay, ’

of the ‘' Prometheus,”’ Congo division,

C.

List of captures made by the United Stales squadron stationed on the
west coast of Africa, under the eighth article of the treaty with Great
Britain, concluded August 9, 1842,

1. Brig *‘ Uncas,”” Roach, master, captured by the brig Porpoise,
Lieutenant T\ J. Craven, off the river Gallinas, March 1, 1844. Sent
to New Orleans.

2. Schooner *‘Spitfire,”’ captured by the brig Truxton, commander
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Henry Bruce, in the river Pongas, March 24, 1845, Sent into Boston
and condemned., , , ‘

3. Schooner *‘ Merchant,” Larkin, master, captured at Sierra Leone
by the flag-ship Jamestown, Commodore Charles W. Skinner, De-
cember 3, 1845. , P ‘ : ;

4, Barque ‘‘Pons,’’ of Philadelphia, captured by the ship York-
town, Commander C. H. Bell, at Kabenda, December, 1845.

5. ** Panther,”’ captured by the Yorktown, Commander Bell.

6. ‘* Patuxzent,”’ captured by the Yorktown, Commander Bell.
Released by the court. ;

7. Schooner ‘‘ Robert Wilson,”’ captured at Porto Praya by the
ship Jamestown, Commodore Skinner, January 15, 1846.

8. Brig ‘‘Mdalaga,”’ Lovett, master, captured by the brig Boxer,
Lieutenant J. B, Bispham, in Kabenda bay, April 13, 1846. Sent
into Beverly, Massachusetts. Released by the court.

9. Brig ¢ Casket,”” Woodbury, master, captured by the ship
Marion, Commander L. E. Simonds, in Kabenda bay, August 2,
1846, and sent into Boston, Released by the court.

10. Ship ‘*Chancellor,”’ Freeman, master, captured by the brig
Dolphin, Commander John Pope, April 10, 1846, and sent into New
York. Released by the court. -

11. Ship ** Martha,”’ of New York, Merritt, master, captured by
the brig Perry, Licutenant A, H. Foote, off Ambriz, June 6, 1850.
Sent into New York and condemned.

12, Brigantine ** Ohatsworth,”’ Burbank, master, of Bultimore, cap-
tured by the brig Perry, Licutenant Foote, at Ambriz, September 11,
1850. Sent into Baltimore and condemned. ‘

18, Brigantine ‘* Excellent,”’ captured by the ship John Adams,
Commander L. M. Powell, off Ambriz, April, 1850.

14. Schooner *‘ Advance,”’ of New York, captured by the ship
Germantown, Commodore E. A. I, Lavallette, at Porto Praya, No-
vember 8, 1852, Sent into Norfolk and condemned.

15, Schooner ‘* Rachael P. Brown,”’ of New York, captured at
Porto Praya by the ship Germantown, Commodore Lavallette,
January 28, 1853, Sent into Norfolk and condemned.

16, Schooner ‘“H. N. Gambril,’’ Jofferson, master, of New York,
captured by the ship Constitution, Commodore J. Mayo, off the
rivetr Congo, November 8, 18563, Scnt into New York, :

17, Brig ** Glamogan,”’ of New York, captured by the brig Perry,
Licutenant R. L. Page, off Congo river, March 10, 1854. Sent into
Boston and condemned. ; : 4

18. Barque ‘* William J. Lewis,”’ Fridell, master, of New York,
captured by the ship Dale, Commander William McBlair, in the
river Congo, November 6, 1857, and sent into Norfolk,

19. Ketch ** Brothers,’’ of Charleston, South Carolina, James Gage,
master, captured off Mayumba, southwest coast of Africa, by the ship
Marion, Commander T. U. Brent, and sent into Charleston.



